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girl in China. Yet at present her mines are
undeveloped, and education is retarded for lack
of funds.

The flexible educational policy of the British
Government in India is in striking contrast with
that of Japan, with its fixed uniformity. With
a liberty and elasticity dear to the Anglo-Saxon,
but foreign to the educational system of such
countries as Japan, Germany or France, the
British system of education in India is entirely
voluntary. There is little or no compulsion on
either teacher or pupil; there is no educational
law, in the proper sense of the term. There are
only rules and regulations issued by the various .
administrations. Any one is free to open a
school, and there is no law requiring the registra-
tion of schools or teachers. No one is required
to send his children to school. Only in the
native state of Baroda has education been made
compulsory as an experiment.

The policy of British education in India has
been based largely on the famous despatch of
Sir Charles Wood in 1854.1 It included pro-
visions for spreading the approved arts, science,
philosophy and literature of Europe through
the medium of the English language in the
higher branches of instruction, and secondarily
and later, the imparting of elementary know-

1 Sixth Quinquennial Review of Education, vol. i. pp. 5, 6.